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Luxury Ranch Resort - Steamboat Springs Colorado
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Nestled in the secluded Elk River Valley up against 
the Continental Divide in Northwest Colorado 
is the Vista Verde Ranch – seemingly removed 
and remote, yet easily accessible from the widely 
known old ranching town of Steamboat Springs, 
home to both cowboys and skiers.

Elegant accommodations, fine dining, and a 
wide array of summer and winter activities are 
hallmarks of one of the premier guest ranches 
in the West. Here you can escape the hustle and 
bustle of daily life, whether simply relaxing and 
soaking up the spectacular vistas of mountain 
peaks and peaceful valleys or pursuing the many 
adventures that await you.

Our guest count is limited to 40 or so to ensure 
personalized service and an intimate experience. 
From talented chefs to knowledgeable wranglers 
and guides, our 1:1 staff to guest ratio allows us 
to provide top-notch, individualized attention 
from a caring staff genuinely interested in making 
your stay one you will never forget.

The tradition of Western guest ranches is that 
of families that welcome in friends. We believe 
strongly in that tradition as we invite you to join 
our Vista Verde family in our high mountain 
hideaway and enjoy the time of your life. 

The accommodations at Vista Verde are 
rustic on the outside and anything but 
on the inside. Whether you stay in a 
spacious, private cabin or convenient 
Lodge room, you will be lured to sleep 
each night by the sound of silence. As 
you’re relaxing in your bubbling private 
hot tub in this remote setting, you’ll 
discover that you can see the Milky  
Way again.

In addItIon to fIne accommodatIons, 
VIsta Verde ranch offers many 
amenItIes to make your stay fun 
and comfortable:

★ The stunning Great Room for relaxing  
 and socializing

★ A heated Swimming Pool for   
 splashing or lounging

★  Well-equipped Fitness Center for 
 those times when you just need 
 a workout

★ Spacious Kid’s Cabin- the launching  
 point for kid’s activities

★ Full-size Indoor Riding Arena- heated  
 for winter riding 

★ Adventure Center complete with  
 high-end equipment for hiking,  
 biking, fishing, snow shoeing, 
 or skiing

★ Fancy’s Mercantile with Western  
 boutique clothing and hats

★ And yes, free Wireless Internet access  
 for those who can’t leave their world  
 completely behind

Luxury Guest Ranch in Steamboat Springs, Colorado

Accommodations at Our Colorado Resort Ranch
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The culinary program at Vista Verde 
Ranch is designed to impress even the 
most experienced tastes while always 
providing a comfort food option. 
Our Chefs prepare three meals a day 
that range from casual cookouts to 
more formal plated entrees. You’ll 
have evenings to dine as a family 
as well as evenings to enjoy a more 
sophisticated menu while your 
kids have fun at our Dine ‘n Dash 
nights. In the summer, guests enjoy a 
barbeque out on the trail, where food 
tastes even better when watching the 
alpenglow on the Continental Divide. 
A thoughtful selection of wines and 
beer is included in your stay and 
offered every evening. Let us know 
of any special dietary needs, and 
we can easily accommodate.

Designed to Impress Even the Most Experienced Palates

Our skilled Chefs offer a weekly wine tasting as well as a cooking class. The 
wine tasting is a low-key opportunity to taste some different wines and learn 
something new- whether you’re new to wines or a wine aficionado. And the 
cooking class gives you some hands-on time in the kitchen with the chefs 
where you can ask questions, try different techniques, and maybe even steal
a recipe or two.

Culinary Adventures

The summer season at Vista Verde runs from June 
through September. Much of the summer is designed 
for families, but September is when we offer our 
adult-only weeks.

The hallmark of your Vista Verde vacation is the wide 
array of activities. In addition to all the choices you 
have daily, we pride ourselves on the flexibility and 
personalization that goes into each guest’s experience. 
Our guides tailor each adventure to your ability and 
interest, to ensure that you have an experience that’s   
just right for you. 

horseback rIdIng
You can be a horse whisperer. We all have it in us, 
and Ranch trainer Terry Wegener and his crew of 
wranglers will teach you not only how to ride, but 
how to communicate with your horse. Just choose 
your direction- horsemanship clinics, cattle work and 
adventurous trail rides through the mountains, all on one 
of our well-trained horses matched to your ability and 
comfort level. 

hIkIng
Disappear for a time into the Zirkel Wilderness Area 
with our guides, to climb a peak or just take a stroll. 
You’ll cross fields of wildflowers, walk in the shadows 
of statuesque rock formations, and hop over crystal clear 
mountain steams. Quiet moments by an alpine lake will 
stay with you long after your hike. 

mountaIn bIkIng
For a change of pace from four legs to two wheels- hop 
on our top-of-the-line full-suspension mountain bikes. 
Surprise yourself as a guide teaches you new skills in 
the terrain park, enjoy rolling through the quiet forest on 
a mild jeep road, or get your adrenaline pumping on a 
thrilling single-track trail. 

fly fIshIng
Leave the rest of the world behind as you wade into the 
crystal clear waters of the mountain lakes and steams 
that abound near the ranch. The guides will help you 
hook that first tenacious Brookie, or revel in the stories 
of the huge Rainbow you landed that day and the even 
larger one that got away.

for those lookIng to try It all, 
there Is so much more:
★ Scale a real rock wall with valley views

★ Splash though rapids white water rafting or kayaking

★ Practice Yoga in a secluded aspen grove

★ Learn new techniques in the photography workshop

★ Soar with the eagles in a hot air balloon

★ Pamper yourself with a spa treatment or massage

Summer at Vista Verde
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Winter at Vista Verde
When the snow starts gently falling on the Rocky Mountains, 
Vista Verde turns into Vista Blanca. With over 300 inches of 
snowfall annually, the opportunities for winter adventures are 
many. Whether you come for a White Christmas with your 
family, bring your sweetheart for a romantic retreat later in 
the winter, or come as a single traveler during our adult-only 
times, the ranch offers a peaceful alternative to the chaos and 
crowds of the big ski resorts. 

back country skIIng
As you glide through the fresh powder, the skis barely make 
a sound. The hallmark of a winter stay at Vista Verde is a 
guided backcountry ski tour. Geared towards your ability and 
level of fitness, these tours are truly breathtaking. 

cross country skIIng
As new snow falls, our Bombardier groomer smoothes out 
the meandering trails around the ranch for you to enjoy skate 
or classic skiing. Take a lesson from our skilled and patient 
guides or just get out on your own and soak up the stillness 
of frozen trees and rolling meadows. 

snow shoeIng
Grab a pair of snowshoes and hit our groomed trails or 
head out into the powder with a guide. As you climb up to 
a hidden lake and sneak a peek at the peaks, you’ll see why 
breathtaking has two meanings at Vista Verde.

horse Program
Riding a horse on snow-packed trails is a unique experience. 
The snow crunches under their hoofs with each step, and 
you feel the warmth of their furry winter coats. Inside, the 
heated indoor riding arena is a popular spot to take your 
skills to the next level. 

sleIgh rIdes
You may want to shout out, “Look, I’m really doing this!” as 
you head down the road for a sleigh ride, complete with 
jingling bells. This isn’t just what you hear in a song, it’s real. 
And, the wranglers always welcome extra ranch hands as 
they toss hay to our herd of 100 horses each day on the big 
sleigh pulled by our team of mighty Percherons. 

tubIng 
You may find yourself giggling like a small child as you zoom 
down the tubing hill. Even better, we pull you up the hill 
with snowmobiles for your next ride down!

you may fInd yourself wIshIng to get 
snowed In so you can try:
★ Picking up new tips in the photography workshop

★ Driving a team of sled dogs who have been in the Iditarod

★ Zooming down the trail on a snowmobile

★ Indulging in a spa treatment

★ Making fresh tracks with a private snow cat

★ Soaking up the views from the top of the                      

    world famous Steamboat Ski Resort

fall cattle round-uP
In September, we team up with a local rancher to round-up their cattle from over 
16,000 acres in the National Forest. Spend your days bushwhacking the rugged 
mountainsides covered with golden aspens. You are a part of an annual Western 
tradition as we work together to round up the herd.

whIte chrIstmas
Imagine spending Christmas with time to enjoy your loved ones, rather than 
running around frantically shopping, cooking, and cleaning. Christmas at Vista 
Verde is almost surreal, with all the ingredients of a classic Norman Rockwell 
painting. It is a magical and memorable way to celebrate this treasured time 
with your family.

haPPy new year
The memories of our Progressive New Year’s Eve event will last long after your 
resolutions are forgotten. Hop on the sleigh, or don skis, and head from one festive 
stop to another, sampling delicious food and perfectly paired beverages along the 
way. The evening wraps up in the Great Room with the Vista Verde boot drop.

In the fall, and during part of the winter, 
the ranch turns into an adults-only 
playground. This is a great time for 
romantic getaways for couples, but also 
a very welcoming environment for old 
friends or a single traveler looking to 
meet new ones.

Our compelling kids and teen programs 
are designed by a mom to provide a 
chance for parents to have some time on 
their own, but also to allow you to share 
new experiences as a family. During 
much of the summer, the energetic and 
enthusiastic kids’ wranglers provide an 
engaging program for both the kids 
and teens. It’s up to you- choose to 
participate in activities together or split 
up and go different directions. Come 
winter, we offer our kids program during 
the Holidays and later in the winter for 
Spring Break.

Kids and Teens

Special Events

Adult Weeks
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